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The Private Oral Exam Guide is a comprehensive guide designed 
for student pilots who are involved in training for the Private Pilot 
Certificate. This guide was originally designed for use in a 14 CFR 
Part 141 flight school but has quickly become popular with those 
training under Part 61 and are not affiliated with an FAA-approved 
school. The guide will also prove beneficial to private pilots who wish 
to refresh their knowledge or who are preparing for a flight review.
	 The Private Pilot Airplane Airman Certification Standards 
(FAA-S-ACS-6) specifies the areas in which knowledge must be 
demonstrated by the applicant before a pilot certificate or rating can be 
issued. The Private Oral Exam Guide has been designed to evaluate 
a pilot’s knowledge of those areas. This guide contains questions 
and answers organized into eight main divisions which represent 
those areas of knowledge required for the practical test. Check the 
ASA website (www.asa2fly.com and dedicated Reader Resource 
page for this book www.asa2fly.com/reader/oegp) periodically for 
downloadable Updates, which are created whenever changes occur in 
FAA regulations and procedures affecting this book; future Updates 
may also contain additional study material and new FAA information 
regarding the Private Pilot checkride.
	 At any time during the practical test, an FAA examiner may ask 
questions pertaining to any of the subject areas within these divisions. 
In addition, Chapter 9 provides scenario-based questions which often 
test multiple subjects or areas. Through very intensive post-private 
pilot checkride debriefings, we have provided you with the most 
consistent questions asked along with the information necessary for a 
knowledgeable response. The guide may be supplemented with other 
comprehensive study materials as noted in parentheses after each 
question. For example: (FAA-H-8083-3). The abbreviations for these 
materials and their titles are listed below. Be sure to use the latest 
revision of these references when reviewing for the test.

	  
Introduction
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These documents are available from www.faa.gov. Additionally, 
many of the publications are reprinted by ASA and are available from 
aviation retailers nationwide.

A review of the information presented within this guide should provide 
the necessary preparation for the FAA Private Pilot Certification 
Practical test.
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Chapter 1  Pilot Qualifications

	A.	Privileges and Limitations

	 1.	 What are the eligibility requirements for a private pilot 
(airplane) certificate? �(14 CFR 61.103)

	 a.	 Be at least 17 years of age.

	 b.	 Be able to read, speak, write, and understand the English 
language.

	 c.	 Hold at least a current Third Class medical certificate.

	 d.	 Received the required ground and flight training endorsements.

	 e.	 Meet the applicable aeronautical experience requirements.

	 f.	 Passed the required knowledge and practical tests.

	 Exam Tip: The evaluator may ask you to demonstrate that you’re 
current and eligible to take the practical test. When preparing 
for your practical test, verify that you have the required hours, 
that you’re current, and don’t forget to double-check all of your 
endorsements (especially the 90-day solo flight endorsement). 
Make sure you have totaled all of the logbook columns and that the 
entries make sense.

	 2.	 What privileges and limitations apply to a private pilot? � 
(14 CFR 61.113)

	 No person who holds a private pilot certificate may act as pilot in 
command of an aircraft that is carrying passengers or property for 
compensation or hire; nor may that person, for compensation or 
hire, act as pilot in command of an aircraft. A private pilot—

	 a.	 May act as PIC of an aircraft in connection with any business or 
employment if it is only incidental to that business or employ-
ment and does not carry passengers or property for compensa-
tion or hire.

	 b.	 May not pay less than the pro rata share of the operating 
expenses of a flight with passengers, provided the expenses 
involve only fuel, oil, airport expenditures, or rental fees.

	 c.	 May act as PIC of a charitable, nonprofit, or community event 
flight described in 14 CFR §91.146, if the sponsor and pilot 
comply with the requirements of that regulation.

Continued
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	 d.	 May be reimbursed for aircraft operating expenses that are 
directly related to search and location operations, provided the 
expenses involve only fuel, oil, airport expenditures, or rental 
fees, and the operation is sanctioned and under the direction 
and control of local, state, or Federal agencies or organizations 
that conduct search and location operations.

	 e.	 May demonstrate an aircraft in flight to a prospective buyer 
if the private pilot is an aircraft salesman and has at least 200 
hours of logged flight time. 

	 f.	 May act as PIC of an aircraft towing a glider or unpowered 
ultralight vehicle, provided they meet the requirements of 14 
CFR §61.69.

	 g.	 May act as PIC for the purpose of conducting a production 
flight test in a light-sport aircraft intended for certification in 
the light-sport category, provided they meet the requirements of 
14 CFR §21.190. 

	 3.	 Explain the statement “may not pay less than pro-rata 
share of the operating expenses of a flight.” �  
(14 CFR 61.113)

	 Pro-rata means “proportional.” The pilot may not pay less than his 
or her proportional share of the flight’s operating expenses with the 
passengers, provided the expenses involve only fuel, oil, airport 
expenditures or rental fees.

	 4.	 The annual inspection for your aircraft is now due and 
you ask several friends that fly with you regularly to 
contribute money to help you pay for the inspection. Do 
the regulations allow for these contributions? �  
(14 CFR 61.113) 

	 No. A private pilot may not pay less than the pro rata (propor-
tional) share of the operating expenses of a flight with passengers, 
provided the expenses involve only fuel, oil, airport expenditures 
or rental fees.

	 Note: The regulation applies to “the operating expenses of a flight,” 
and does not allow for the sharing of fixed or long term operating 
costs of the airplane with passengers.






